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During my many talks with 
groups and individuals these 
past few months, the com-
mon response 
from most people 
was this, “We did-
n’t know about 
Burma.”  Small 
wonder.  The re-
pressive govern-
ment has done an 
outstanding job of 
terrorizing the 
population into 
silence about the 
human rights 
abuses and eco-
nomic hardships 
borne by these 
remarkable peo-
ple. 

 

But once again, Burma, also 
known as Myanmar, is on the 
radar screen of the world.  
Following a 500% increase in 
oil-based products last 
month, the protests begun on 
a small scale, with most of 
the leaders immediately im-
prisoned.  But when the  
highly respected Buddhist 
monks in this predominately 

Buddhist nation took to the 
streets,  the world began to 
really take notice.   

As usual, there is a “back 
story” that does not make the 
news.  Christian Solidarity 
Worldwide called for a day of 
fasting on September 2 for 
Burma, followed by an inter-
national day of prayer on Sep-
tember 9.  Christians in 
Burma have had, and con-
tinue to have, prayer meet-
ings in response to this crisis. 

 

 Prayer and fasting must 

seem like weak weapons to a 
military government who ruth-
lessly crushes all dissent.  But 

the oppressed 
people in this po-
lice state now 
have the attention 
of the world.  We 
must continue to 
support both the 
Christian minority 
and the Buddhist 
majority with our 
prayers.  In many 
ways all they really 
have is a prayer.  
Let’s pray that 
their courage does 
not fail,  that they 
will be protected 

from their own government 
and that democracy and free-
dom will soon be restored. 

 

I plan to leave for Burma on 
October 10.  I will go unless 
the US State Department 
issues a warning to Ameri-
cans not to travel to Burma, 
or my hosts in Burma advise 
me not to come.  I continue to 
monitor the events daily. 
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Prayer Requests    

• For the safety of the people 
marching for freedom in 
Burma 

• For Aung San Suu Kyi — 
currently held under house 
arrest for the 12th year. She 
is the democratically elected 
president of the nation and a 
Nobel Peace Prize Winner 

• For effective international 
pressure on the ruling junta 
to stop their outrageous 
abuses of human rights 

• For the well-being of the 
people who have invited me 
to assist them in their minis-
tries in Yangon, Taunggyi 
and Mytikyina 

• For wisdom and discern-
ment for Joana as she makes 
final preparations for the 
trip 

• For Joana’s health and safety 
while she travels 
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ASIAN  CHILDREN ’S  MISSION  

FUND ING  I N  P LACE  TO  BU I LD  ORPHANAGE S   

Thanks to the generosity of so 
many, adequate funds are 
now available to build two 
small orphanages in Burma — 
one in Yangon (Rangoon) and  
the other in Mytikyina, in the 
northern region of the coun-
try. 

 

Both orphanages will shelter 

and educate about 20 chil-
dren.  The buildings them-
selves will be simple and inex-
pensive — bamboo and 
thatch.  This kind of building 
generally lasts from five to 10 
years before needing to be 
replaced. 

 

But besides the initial low 

cost, bamboo buildings have 
another advantage — they are 
unlikely to draw unwanted 
attention from the military 
leadership of the government.     
The government sometimes 
confiscates property for its 
own use.   Bamboo buildings 
are not seen as desirable 
properties.  



Table salt can make the 
difference between water 
that is safe and water 
that will make a person 

ill. 

 

An ingenious water treat-
ment system, made in 
Underwood, Indiana (near 
Clarksville) uses table 
salt, a heat exchanger 
and other simple technol-
ogy to separate the chlo-
rine from the sodium in 
salt.  The chlorine then kills 
the germs in the water, mak-
ing it safe to drink.  These 
units can purify 55 gallons 
of water a minute!  That is 
enough water for a village of 

over 1000 people!   

 

Leading the water project 
for the Rotary Club is Erv 
Otte, pictured here with his 

wife Nancy.   

 

On Joana’s spring mission-
ary trip, a unit was taken 
into Burma, and one to Thai-
land.  The plans are for a 
second unit to be installed 
in the city of Mytikyina.  
Even though a major city in 
Burma, water comes from 
shallow hand-dug wells 
which are too close to la-
trines and sewers.  Water-
borne diseases are a major 
source of suffering in the 
region.  In some villages 
around Mytikyina, as many 
as 95% of the people are in 

need of medical care.   
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WORK  UNDERWAY  FOR  DVD PRODUCT I ON  OF  
CHI LDREN ’ S  “ L I F E  OF  CHR I S T ”  SE R I E S  

BEDFORD  ROTARY  GENEROSITY  
PROVIDES  SAFE  WATER  IN  BURMA  

about 30 to 40 pho-
tographs  using sev-
eral figures, close-
ups and back-

grounds.   

  

At this writing, about 
half the lessons 
have been photo-
graphed and in-
serted into Power-
point.  While Joana 
is gone, Saundra 
Hensley of Bloom-
ington will continue 
on with this creative 

project.. 

 

The plans are to 
insert the narration 
by early 2008 and 
have the DVDs 
ready to distribute 
to remote ethnic 
villages in China 
and other Southeast 

Asian countries.    

The painstaking pho-
tography work has 
begun to eventually 
produce a 24 lesson 
narrated series for 
children on the Life 

of Christ. 

 

The concept is sim-
ple enough.  The 
colored cardstock 
pictures are photo-
graphed against ap-
propriate back-
grounds.    The pic-
tures are then in-
serted in a Power-
point document.  
When a native 
speaker adds the 
narration, the docu-
ment will be saved in 

a DVD format. 

 

Although the concept 
is simple, the work is 
time consuming.  
Each Bible story has 

“These units can purify 

55 gallons of  water a 

minute.  That’s enough 

for a village of  over 

1000 people.” 

Volume 1 Issue 2  

“The concept is simple 

enough...the pictures are 
inserted into a 

Powerpoint document 
and narration added.” 

 



Asian Chi ldren’s  Mission 

Hillcrest Christian 
Church, Paoli Chris-
tian Church, Springs 
Valley Wesleyan and 
the Beechwood 
Christian Church 
are all making dona-
tions of over-the-
counter medicines 
for Burma. 
 

The Springs Valley 
Wesleyan and 
Beechwood 
churches medicine 
drives were led by  
Francis Drabing and Fern 
Terwillager.  Both women 

are leaders in the Springs 
Valley Christian Women’s 

organization who 
had invited Joana 
to speak at their 
July meeting.   
 

The medicines, 
aspirin, ibuprofen, 
antibiotic creams 
and more are 
highly valued by 
poor villagers, 
many who live in 
chronic pain.  The 
vast majority can-
not afford medi-
cal care — or 

medicine.    
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V I SUALS  COMPLETE  THANKS  TO  
TEAM  OF  ‘CRAYOLA  COMMANDOS ’  

NEEDED  MEDICINES  PROVIDED  
BY  FOUR  AREA  CHURCH  GROUPS  

More than 50 people have 
been involved in making the  

bright visual aids for the Life 
of Christ series.  There are 24 
lessons in the series, and 20 
copies of  each lesson were  

made.  Each lessons had 
between five and eleven fig-

ures to color and 
cut.  That amounted 
to more than 4000 
separate figures! 

 

The lesson texts 
have been trans-
lated into Burmese 
and two ethnic lan-
guages — Lisu and 
Rawang.  They will 
be distributed 
among churches in 
three cities in 
Burma next month.  
Each lesson will be 
self-contained with 
the text and visual 
aids together in a 
ziplock bag.   

 

Additional visuals 
are expected to be made in 
Burma, by women hired to 
prepare additional sets to 
equip more churches in the 
region. 

Com•man•doCom•man•doCom•man•doCom•man•do: A small fight-
ing force specially trained for 
making quick, de-
structive raids 
against enemy-held 
areas. 
 

American researcher 
George Barna wrote  
“I believe the battle-
front is found in the 
minds, hearts and 
souls of our chil-
dren.”   Barna states 
what we already 
know — children are 
our future and we 
owe our children — 
wherever in the 
world they are — a 
chance to learn 
about Jesus.  And if 
this is a spiritual 
battlefield, some 
able soldiers are 
serving on the front lines 
armed with brightly colored 
markers and pairs of scissors.  

 

Crayloa Commando Captains Maxine Pitman (left) and JoAnn 
Clements (right) prepare to package the cardstock visual aids for 
Bible teachers in Burma. 

Myanmar is  a lso  known 
as  Burma.  The mi li tary 
junta who se ized power 
from a democrat ically 
e lected government , 
changed the  name to 
Myanmar.  Often, when 
the country i s re ferred 
to  as Burma,  the 
speaker is  making a 
pro-democracy s tate-
ment .   

“ My dusting didn’t 

get done, but some 

child might learn 

about Jesus because 

of  my efforts.” 

JoAnn Clements 

WHAT’S IN A 

NAME? 

Members of the Springs Valley Christian Women’s group 
helped supply medicines for Burma.  Many of the women also 

served as “Crayola Commandos.” 
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want to make ministry and 
evangelism a career.  The 

emphasis is always Biblical 
teaching with practical appli-
cations. 

Burma is blessed with capa-
ble Christian leaders who 
teach at several 
Bible Institutes 
spread around the  
country.  These 
leaders recognize 
the value of having 
visiting teachers 
and sharing ideas 
and resources with 
US Christian teach-
ers. 
 

In addition to the 
humanitarian work, 
Joana plans to 
teach in at least 
five Bible Institutes 
in three cities. 
 

The Bible Insti-
tutes offer both 
short term training 
to young men and 
women who will 
become teachers and leaders 
in their churches, and longer 
term training for those who 

Joana will teach some “ages 
and stages” information on 

childhood develop-
ment, then quickly 
move into using visual 
aids for teaching chil-
dren, using the Life of 
Christ lessons as ex-
amples.  I will also lead 
training sessions on 
the newly developed 
drug and alcohol pre-
vention curriculum.  
Other areas include 
teaching children to 
worship, spiritual disci-
plines for leaders, and 
a study of the book of 
Ruth. 
 

Additionally, Joana 
plans to visit Christian-
preschools and day 
cares to further under-
stand how American 
Christians can provide 

appropriate resources and 
training to assist in evangeliz-
ing and caring for children. 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY, DRUG ABUSE CURRICULUM TO 

BE TAUGHT AT FIVE BIBLE INSTITUTES IN THREE CITIES 

Phone: 812-865-2065 
 

To be sure your check is tax 
deductible, write it to the 

Smithville Christian Church with 
the note it is designated for the 

Asian Children’s Mission 

Mission Statement for the Asian Children’s MissionMission Statement for the Asian Children’s MissionMission Statement for the Asian Children’s MissionMission Statement for the Asian Children’s Mission    

The Asian Children’s Mission is an equipping min-
istry to national Christian leaders in Southeast 
Asia.  An important part of this mission is a teach-
ing ministry in four areas: 

1. Effective children’s ministry 

2. A Biblical understanding of the worth of women 
and children 

3. Substance abuse prevention and treatment 
among children and teenagers 

4. Parenting skills 

Additionally, the mission will identify projects to enhance the 
health, safety and education of women and children in the region, 
and seek funding for those projects. 

JOANA’S SCHEDULE 

IN BURMA 

October  12—23 — Yan-
gon (Teach at  Eastern 
Bible Insti tute , Work 
at  Good News Produc-
t ion, Make contacts  
wi th  CARE and other  
agencies working 
wi thin the country,  
hi re workers to pro-
duce  visuals for Li fe  o f  
Chris t series) 
 
October  23—30 — 
Taunggyi in Shan State  
(May not  be allowed to 
publicly teach,  but wi l l  
vi s it  and encourage the 
Chris tian minority in  
the ci ty ,  and dis tr ibute  
copies  o f  the Li fe o f  
Chris t curriculum to 
evangeli s ts and teach-
ers from at  least  10 
e thnic groups. )  
 
October  30—November  
6  — Myi tkyina in Ka-
chin State.   (Teach at 
two Bible Insti tutes ,  
vi s it  friends made on 
ear l ie r t rip , dist r ibute  
medicine in the  vi l-
lages , dist r ibute  Li fe 
o f  Chris t and Drug 
Prevent ion curr icula) 
 
November 6—9 — Re-
turn to  Yangon, check 
on progress  o f  curricu-
lum production.  
 
November 9—Return to 
US 

Joana s tands  with a  s tudent  from the Lisu 
Baptist  Bible  Insti tute In Myi tkyina.  This 
young lady  was  able to at tend the three  

months disc ipleship t raining program.   On 
the le ft  i s Ah Dee Che, whom Joana met 

while teaching at the  Lisu Bible Inst itute  in 
Thai land.  Ah Dee Che extended the  ini t ial  
invi tat ion to  Joana to teach in  Burma.  On 

the r ight  i s Rev.  Corsa, dean of the Inst itute .  


