
VISITING MYANMAR 

“Asian Children’s Mis-

sion has one of the best 

leadership teams on the 

ground that I have ever 

seen.” 

Brad Pontius, Missions Minister, 

Sherwood Oaks Christian 

Church Bloomington, IN 

 

“You all were the cour-

age to everyone.” 

 

Maeram, ACM Educational      

Director  
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Groups Visit ACM Ministries 
Several visitors traveled halfway around the 

world to see for themselves 

what God is doing in Myanmar 

through the ministries of Asian 

Children’s Mission.   

Sherwood Oaks Christian 

Church sent Missions 

Minister Brad Pontius and 

SOCC Elder Todd Ander-

son.  The highlight was 

celebrating Christmas in 

a remote village where 

ACM has established a 

school and church.  

Eric Malave, director of a non-profit called “A 

Generous Life”, also made the journey to evalu-

ate a possible partnership with ACM.    Eric 

spent time at Hope Children’s Home and also 

met with the director of ACM’s other orphanage.  

Eric is leading a team back to Burma in Novem-

ber. 

Courtney Prater, a recent college graduate, 

made her first trip to a developing nation.  She 

was baptized in Myanmar and returned in March 

for a 10 week internship with ACM at Hope, teaching conversational Eng-

lish to the children. 

FAME, a medical mission based in Indianapolis, conducted clinics in the 

Yangon area in January.  The entire Myanmar ACM leadership team as-

sisted with the clinics, which were held at Hope and two ACM church 

plants.  Led by Dr. Dwain Illman, a FAME team is planning to return in 

February 2015. 

For more information on A Generous Life and FAME, visit their websites 

— “agenerouslife.com” and “fameworld.org.” 
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Work Begins on New Myanmar Community Develop-
ment Center Thanks to Gift from Bethel Baptist 

Through the generosity of  Bethel Baptist Church of Galesburg, IL, work is underway on the 

two-acre site of the future Myanmar Community Development Center.  Each year Bethel 

chooses one or more missions to support for a specific project.  They chose to help build the 

MCDC.   

The basic infrastructure of the facility is now complete — fencing, a well and water tower.  

Our leaders in Myanmar are getting the permissions needed to start building a health care 

clinic on the site.  

Bethel is not stopping with a one time commitment!  The church leadership has committed to 

supporting the on-going work for the next two years.   

The MCDC campus will eventually include facilities for vocational and agricultural training, as 

well as a worship center.  The Center is a visible expansion of a core Asian Children’s Mis-

sion principle — a commitment to holistic ministry that recognizes the importance of the 

physical as well as the spiritual. 

The campus is being built in a prime location outside of Yangon.  Christ’s Church in Mason, 

OH, provided funding to purchase the land. 

For more information of Bethel’s Generosity Projects, visit http://www.mybethel.com/Impact-

Senegal-and-Myanmar. 

 

Arizona 
Camp To 

Raise Funds 
for ACM 

The United Chris-

tian Youth Camp in 

Prescott, AZ is 

partnering with 

Asian Children’s 

Mission and A 

Generous Life to 

raise funds to sup-

port the 92 chil-

dren in our two 

orphanages for 

one year.   

To remind the campers of the mis-

sion, each one will receive a water 

bottle with Asian Children’s Mis-

sion logo printed on it.   

Third ACM Preschool 

Opens in Mandalay 

Pyin Oo Lwin 

Mandalay 

Maladishi 

 

Thanks to a generous donor in Colorado, a new ACM 

preschool has opened in Mandalay, a major city in 

central Myanmar.  This school joins two others — one 

also in central Myanmar, the other in the north. 

The preschools provide valuable education to young 

children, and provide safety during the day when many 

parents must leave their young children alone in order 

to work. 

In Buddhist areas, the Christian preschool provides an 

entry into communities.   In time, churches will be es-

tablished out of our ministry to children. 

We have an opportunity to open a fourth preschool in 

southern Myanmar.  It would be led by a young lady 

who survived Cyclone Nargis in 2008 and came to live 

at Hope, where she was educated and became a 

Christian.  She is now ready to return to her home 

village as a missionary-teacher. 

A church, a Sunday School class, or even a family 

could take on the support of this new preschool — this 

new outreach into an area where the name of Jesus is  

not known.  Contact Joana to find out how.   

The well and water tower, along 

with the fence, signals the start of 

development at the MCDC. 



Putaik Gyi 

In 2008 Cyclone Nargis 

nearly destroyed this 

village of about 500 peo-

ple.  Shortly afterwards, 

Asian Children’s Mission 

drilled a deep water well 

and sent teachers to re-

place those killed in the 

cyclone. 

Since that time, ACM  

has been able to open a 

middle school in the 

community, built a  multi-

purpose building and 

planted a self-supporting 

church.   

A December visit to the 

village allowed western 

sponsors to participate in 

a Christmas celebration 

and learn about current 

needs.  

As the result of meetings 

with village leadership, 

Asian Children’s Mission 

provided vocational train-

ing in small engine re-

pair.  See the story on 

the right. 

Student Stories from Putaik Gyi 
Moe is a youngest girl of a family in Putaik gyi village. She is loved by her par-

ents, but  they do not like for her to worship the Christian God. They force to 

pray in front of the Buddha statue. 

She sits quietly in front of the statue 

and prays to God. One time she acci-

dently said “Amen!”   Her parents 

were surprised and said, “Isn’t that 

word which those teachers say in their 

prayer?” But since then they stopped forc-

ing her to pray to Buddha. They know they 

cannot stop her from God. 

Min Thu is a boy from another family. He 

was told that this summer he has to go live 

in a Buddhist monastery where his uncle is 

a monk. He is also the youngest of the family. He has refused to go live there. He told 

the teachers that he would not be happy there. In fact he wants to learn more about the 

true God. He was told to work on Sunday. But he told his parents, “Let me to the 

church on Sunday. I will work double on Monday.” He does as he promised.  

Middle School students receive music 

lessons.  When ACM teachers first 

came to the village five years ago, 

most could not even sing! 

Vocational Training in Putaik Gyi 
By Peram, Vocational Training Instruction 
 
No one in the village knew how to repair engines.  They use engines on 
boats, water pumping and so on. I went to teach how to repair engines in 
Putaik gyi village. There were 7 
learners. Zaw Min Taik, Poe Zaw, 
Thuring, Min Min, Thiha, Mya Thwin 
and Tin Win. Min Min and Tin Win 
have engines, but they do not know 
how to fix when they stop working. 
In fact they don’t even know how to 
use them!   They only rent them 
out.  They were very happy to learn 
about the engines. 
 
Another one was Zaw Min Taik. He 
was afraid of even touching the en-
gines, but wanted to know how to 
fix them when they stop working. Through out 10 days of training he only 
watched the others working and repairing. On the last  few days everyone 
was asked to take apart the engine and put then put it back together. Zaw 
Min Taik would not even touch the engine, but with everyone’s encour-
agement he finally did it. Now he is very happy that he has learn to do it 
on his own. 
 
They say if they keep on learning a few more times, they will be able to fix 
any kind of engines and motors. 
 



Contact Us 

Asian Children’s Mission 

Joana Jones, Director 

352 S 28th Ave. 

Cornelius, OR 97113 

joanatjones@gmail.com 

Visit us on the web  

Asianchildrensmission.org 

Meet the New ACM Board! 
 

Todd Anderson serves as an elder at Sherwood Oaks Christian Church. 

Todd has more than 30 years experience in the health care industry and 

now specializes in IT systems for health care. Todd is helping to establish a 

practical nursing program in Myanmar as part of his ACM board responsi-

bilities.  

 

Kathy DiPietro is passionate about missions. She loves organic gardening, 

hiking, skiing and snowshoeing.  She and her husband live in Colorado and 

traveled in Myanmar last year and is assisting with nutrition at the ACM 

schools and orphanages.  

 

Sandar Kyaw is from Myanmar, and came to the US when she was 15.  

Raised a Buddhist, she became a Christian while in college.  She and her 

husband, along with their children, will travel to Myanmar this fall. 

 

Eric Malave has significant business experience as an entrepreneur. After 

extensive international travel, he began to formulate a plan for a new non-

profit corporation. He founded A Generous Life to help lift people out of 

poverty through a Christian response to need. AGL is working with partners 

in the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Peru, and Myanmar. Eric will lead a 

team to Myanmar in November. 

 

Courtney Prater made her first trip to Myanmar in December 2013. She 

returned in March 2014 as a missionary intern, teaching English at Hope 

Children’s Home. She is helping to design a formal ACM internship pro-

gram. 

 

Pat Tolbert is transitioning to a full time position with Team Expansion in  

Louisville.  Pat will assist with partnerships between ACM and other organi-

zations. 

Travel to Myanmar This Fall 

with “A Generous Life”! 

Eric Malave, director of “A Gener-

ous Life” will lead a team to My-

anmar November 7—16.  This is 

a partnership between AGL and 

Asian Children’s Mission. 

The estimated cost is $995 plus 

airfare. 

For more information, visit http://

agenerouslife.com/join-a-team/ 

Or call Joana Jones at 812-276-

8004 to inquire about what could 

be a trip of a lifetime! 

 

  

http://www.socc.org/
http://agenerouslife.com/

