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One of the world’s most inter-
esting classes in international 
business will be 
held later this 
month in Northern 
Thailand, and Joana 
will be sitting in the 
front row. 
 

It is called Business 
as Mission and it is 
bringing together 
people from a 
dozen countries to 
learn, discuss and 
strategize how to 
use economic de-
velopment as a 
means to meet both physical 
and spiritual needs.  The 
class is sponsored by Youth 
With a Mission. 
 

 Northern Thailand provides a 
great experience of Asian 
business culture as well as 
being in close proximity to 

several :Business as Mission” 
projects in the region.   These 

projects are located in China, 
Thailand, Cambodia and Indo-
nesia.   Joana will spend five 
days with a BAM company in 
Kunming, China. 
 

The six week program will 
include models to integrate 
sound business practices with 

ministry, how to work with a 
cross-cultural team, and how 

to deal with corruption 
and bribes. 
 

Each student will be 
asked to research and 
develop a business 
model as preparation 
for a future business 
launch.  Following the 
six-week program, 
graduates may opt for 
internships or place-
ment  with an existing 
business, or even 
launch their own 
“business as mission” 

enterprise.   
 

This class mirrors a long time 
interest that Joana has had, 
particularly in empowering 
poor women to earn a living 
for themselves and their chil-
dren.  Joana will be sending 
out updates to her email list 
during the class.    
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Prayer Requests    

• For the BAM class 

• For the “Life of Christ for 
Children” DVD project—
for all phases of production 

• For the return trip to 
Burma (Myanmar) in March 

• For the women’s empower-
ment tour planned for 
Northern Thailand.  

• Thanksgiving for the many 
partners who care about the 
needs of women and chil-
dren so far away 

• For safety in travel 

• For needed funds to con-
tinue to expand this minis-
try to women and children 
in Thailand and Burma.  
Additional funds are needed 
for the production of chil-
dren’s Bible lessons, hu-
manitarian relief, and addi-
tional teaching ministries. 
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TEFL  C E R T I F I C AT E  E A R N E D   

 

While Joana has waited for 
the opportunity to return to 
Burma and Thailand, she 
completed an online pro-
gram giving her the profes-
sional credentials she needs 
to teach English as a Foreign 
Language. 

 

TEFL (Teaching English as a 
Foreign Language) is a popu-
lar way missionaries serve 
people all over the world 
who want to learn English.  It 
is also a means to get into 
countries that are otherwise 

closed to missionaries.  
There are even a handful 
of opportunities in Burma, 
although these positions 
generally do not go to 
Americans. 

 

The TEFL certificate, along 
with the BAM training,  
expands opportunities for 
Joana  as she continues to 
develop a holistic mission 
to women and children in 
Southeast Asia. 

Above, Joana taught in a VBS 
camp in a Thai village earlier 
this year.  While in Burma, she 
also had the opportunity to 
teach English to  high school 
students. 



The Calvary Lutheran 
Church in Bedford, Indiana 
provided hundreds of dol-
lars of medicine and vita-
mins, all ear-marked for 
Burma.   Crowder’s Phar-
macy of Bedford more 
than matched the gift, 
then purchased the medi-
cine at their cost. 
 

The Lutherans are the 
latest group of Christians 
providing medicine.  Oth-
ers include the Springs 
Valley Christian Women, 
Hillcrest Christian, Paoli Chris-
tian, Orleans Christian, 
Springs Valley Wesleyan and  
Beechwood Christian 
Churches.   
 

There is no shortage of need .  

Many in Burma suffer from 
skin rashes, and the antibiotic 
ointments help a great deal   
Aspirin and ibuprofen relieve 
aches and pains that are 
common to people who work 

hard in the fields.  For some, 
it will be their first relief from 
chronic pain in years. 
 

Children’s aspirin and vita-
mins have also been do-
nated.  There is a growing 
malnutrition problem and 
vitamins can help (see the 
story below).  Also children 
die of preventable diseases, 
and aspirin to bring down 
fevers can potentially save 
the lives of some of these 
little ones. 
 

Additionally, the church and 
the Bedford Rotary Club pro-
vided a water treatment sys-
tem, a $1250 investment.  
See the article on P. 3 about 
the first system carried into 
Burma. 
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F O O D  F O R  H L A I N G  T H AYA  C H I L D R E N ’ S  
C E N T E R  P R OV I D E D  I N  P A R T  B Y  ACM G I F T S  

CALVARY  LUTHER AN  &  BE DFOR D  
ROTARY  PROVIDE  ME DS ,  SAFE  WAT ER  

Asian Children’s Mission was asked for special 
gifts to help feed these children during this 
time of hardship following the ruthless crack-
down on pro-democracy demonstrators, and 
we have done so, providing 50% of the needed 
funding. 

 

In preparation for 
Joana’s return trip to 
the region, many people 
have donated children’s 
medicines and vitamins 
(See above story).  A 
center like this has a 
great need for these 
supplies. 

 

Joana hopes to visit this 
center during her next 
trip into Burma.  This 
ministry may serve as a 
model that can be dupli-
cated in other parts of 
the country. 
 

ACM tries to provide ACM tries to provide ACM tries to provide ACM tries to provide 
$150 a month for this critical feeding pro-$150 a month for this critical feeding pro-$150 a month for this critical feeding pro-$150 a month for this critical feeding pro-
gram.  Your help makes this possible.gram.  Your help makes this possible.gram.  Your help makes this possible.gram.  Your help makes this possible.    

The economic situation continues to deteriorate 
in Burma, due to the high cost of fuel and repres-
sive government policies.  As usual, it is the 
youngest  and most innocent who suffer the 
most.  More children are going hungry. 

 

Burma has nearly 22 per-
cent of its over 50 million 
people living in poverty, 
while malnutrition among while malnutrition among while malnutrition among while malnutrition among 
children under five years is children under five years is children under five years is children under five years is 
32 percent32 percent32 percent32 percent, stated a recent 
United Nations report.    

 

Hlaing Thaya is a slum city 
of about 200,000 people 
near Yangon.  According to 
a sister mission group, Asia 
Christian Services, more 
than 90% of the adults do 
not have regular employ-
ment.  They are day labor-
ers.  When they find work, 
they may only be paid about 
a dollar for the day. 

 

Christian leaders in Yangon opened a Children’s 
Center.  These children are taught and cared for 
in many ways. 
 

Simon, pictured above, is an 
evangelist in Myanmar and 
academic dean of a Bible 

Institute .  He wrote this note 
concerning a recent 

evangelistic trip to a remote 
region near the Bangladeshi 

border. 

 

“Even it is dry season, the people are 

suffering many diseases, especially 

Malaria. I brought my Medical Kit 

and able to dispense Medical supplies 

to the sick. I have found out that it 

takes two or three days walk to send 

the patient to the hospital.   

Mostly many children are dying by 

Malaria, and other diseases.’ 
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The f i rs t  of  the “Life  
of  Chris t”  for 

chi ldren series  has  
a r rived in Burma!  
These visual  a ids  
wi l l  help Bible  

teache rs  be more 
ef fecti ve,  and wil l  
p rovide models  to 

i l lust ra te  more Bible  
s to ries .  

Life of Christ Series Life of Christ Series Life of Christ Series Life of Christ Series 

Arrives in BurmaArrives in BurmaArrives in BurmaArrives in Burma    

Calvary  Lutheran’s  Andy  Kluender  ( l e f t) ,  
church president  and  Rev.  Paul  Neuman,  
mini ste r ,  present  Joana g if ts  of  medic ine  
and a  wate r  t reatmen t system for  the  work 



Asian Chi ldren’s  Mission 

Editor’s note: This article was 
written by Phoebe, the Lisu 
woman pictured below.  Origi-
nally from Burma, she has 
asked that her real name not 
be used to protect family mem-
bers still in the country. 
 

Lisu people in Burma are very 
familiar with the experience of 
fear: fear of the soldier who is 
holding a gun, fear of being 
forced to leave their homes, 
fear of being accused for 
some political violation, fear 
of losing their food supply, 
and that’s only the beginning. 
 

Sometimes Lisu villagers are 
asked to give their sons to the 
armed force for the recruit-
ment.  They have no political 
conviction for which they risk 
their life.  Sometimes children 
as young as eight years old 
are taken for the army. 
 

During times of recruitment, 
men dare not to sleep in their 
own homes for the army can 
enter into the house and take 
them to the battle. Every man 
must stay alert wherever they 
are because the army can 
seize whoever they want. 
 

Sometimes the men have to 
serve as porters.  This is 
forced labor to carry supplies 
for the army. Men from the 
villages are summoned 

through the head of the vil-
lage to go porter.   There are 
many Lisu men who have 
gone through this experience. 
Some have returned home 
very ill.  But there were some  
who could not bear such terri-
ble plight and died. . 

Many village women and girls 
have been raped at the hands 
of the army. 

 

The Lisu want to be free from 
this tyranny.   In Myanmar 
(Burma) there is no security in 
living, working, housing, or 
even sleeping for tribal peo-
ple. Many Lisu people are 
going to Thailand, hoping to 
find a better life there. 

In reality life in Thailand is full 

of danger and risk for them 
because they are in the coun-
try illegally. Many have the 
experience of being caught 
by police and put into jail. 
 

Working as a house maid is 
secure from being caught for 
illegal stay, but the young 
women are subjected to the 
will of the house owner.  If 
she gets a job working for 
kind people, then her situa-
tion is good.  But often that is 
not the case – she becomes 
a slave — suffering sexual 
harassment, going without 
pay, forced to work many 
hours every day, and some-
times not even given enough 
food.  She cannot expect the 
protection of the law. There 
are many cases.       
 

There are other jobs, includ-
ing working in a massage 
center. Some go to the broth-
els.  It is very temping to get 
out of poverty by having rela-
tionships with Western men.  
Some work in restaurants as 
cook or waitress or washing 
dishes. Another job is working 
in the Night Bazaar in Chiang 
Mai.  But illegal workers must 
be careful.  Many times some 
are caught and must pay a 
bribe equal to almost one 
month salary. Otherwise, the 
worker will be put in jail, and 
then sent back to Myanmar. 
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REFUGEES  FROM  BURMA  ENTER  
THAILAND ;  ENDURE  HARDSHIPS  

Joana’ s younger  daugh-
ter Jess ica married  
Alex Cranson of Port-
land, OR on January  12 
at  her chi ldhood home. .  
The smal l fami ly wed-
ding was  co-offic iated 
by  the  mother o f  the 
br ide !  I t was  t ruly  a  
fami ly affai r,  as  Jordana 
Kocher , s is ter  o f  the 
br ide  and Joana’ s o lder 
daughter , wrote  and 
performed “Jessica’ s 
Wedding Song” as part  
o f  the ceremony.  
 
The newlyweds re turned 
to  Oregon fo llowing 
thei r  honeymoon in  
Southern Indiana.  
 
One of many special 
memories from the  wed-
ding and reception was 
enjoying  a de licious 
one-of-a-kind ice  cream 
wedding cake!  After  the 
reception,  the  cake went  
back into the freezer , 
and Alex and Jessica 
enjoyed eating another  
piece each day  of thei r 
honeymoon!  

 WEDDING 

BELLS RING 

FOR JESSICA 

PICTURES FROM  BURMA SHOW WATER SYSTEM IN OPERATION 

Joana recently received this picture from Myitky-
ina, the capital city of the Kachin state in Burma.  
The picture shows the water treatment system in 
operation, providing safe drinking water to a com-
munity of about 1000 people.  A second system 
will go into the country with Joana in March. 
 

The systems are  manufactured by New Life Inter-
national.  See Asian Children’s Mission featured 
on their web page at www.newlife.com. 

Joana would like to find more sponsors for this 
program.  The cost for the basic system is $1000. 
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Orleans, IN 47452 
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j oana tj ones@gmai l . com 

expense of their Christian 
identity and racial identity, 
teaching from Biblical per-
spective is the best way we 

can offer. “ 
 

Christian teaching will be 
modeled as well as taught in 

classes.  
 

We will discuss a wide vari-
ety of issues, such as pro-
viding safe water for the 
community, educational 
issues and economic devel-
opment possibilities.  The 
goal is to help women un-
derstand they can be power-

ful change agents for good. 
 

Phoebe and Joana will be 
just part of the team.  They 
will be joined by four other 
“ma mas” — that’s Lisu for 
lady teachers.  Most will be 
women Joana as already 
worked with on previous 

trips to the region. 
 

In April, Phoebe (see p. 3) 
and Joana plan to lead a 
women’s empowerment 
tour through several moun-
tain villages in Northern 

Thailand.    
 

For Joana, the tour will in-
clude a second trip to Nam 
Bo Sa Te village — the one 
she calls the “no water” 
village.  Nearly 200 families 
live there, and there is no 

water source in the village!   
 

Another village on the 
planned tour is called Li 
Lon.  Phoebe says, “This 
village, it has so many 
young people but it is 
known that , because of 
some girls who have already 
worked in massage center 
and prostitution, many teens 
are tempted to work with 
them.  I feel that to em-
power migrant women and 
to safeguard young women 
from earning living at the 

Asian Children’s Mission 
will provide funding to 
bring two teachers from 
Burma to work and teach 

with the team.    
 

Joana sees this as a critical 
investment.  “As an Ameri-
can, it is difficult for me to 
work in Burma.  But by 
mentoring Lisu women who 
are already Christian leaders 
in their own country, minis-
try to women and children 
can experience sustainable 
growth, and not be depend-
ent on outside interven-

tions.” 
 

The transportation costs and 
a summer stipend for the 
teachers amounts to ap-
proximately $1500.  The 
Smithville Christian Church 
has funded transportation 
costs.  Another $500 is still 
needed for stipends and 

materials. 

MIGRANT WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT TOUR PLANNED 

FOR REMOTE MOUNTAIN VILLAGES IN THAILAND 

Phone: 812-865-2065 

    
To be sure your check is tax 
deductible, write it to the 

Smithville Christian Church 
with the note it is designated 

for the Asian Children’s 
Mission 

Mission Statement for the Asian Children’s MissionMission Statement for the Asian Children’s MissionMission Statement for the Asian Children’s MissionMission Statement for the Asian Children’s Mission    

The Asian Children’s Mission is an equipping ministry to na-
tional Christian leaders in Southeast Asia.  An important part 
of this mission is a teaching ministry in four areas: 

1. Effective children’s ministry 

2. A Biblical understanding of the worth of women and chil-
dren 

3. Substance abuse prevention and treatment among chil-
dren and teenagers 

4. Parenting skills 

Additionally, the mission will identify projects to enhance the health, safety and 
education of women and children in the region, and seek funding for those pro-
jects. 

VISIT THE WEB-

SITE! 

Make sure you see our 
new websi te !  Learn 
more  about  our mis-
s ion at :  
As ianchil drensmiss ion.org  
 
 

JOANA’S SCHEDULE 

January  3 — Federated 
Women’s Club of Springs Val-

ley 
 

January 9 — Paoli Mennonite 

Fellowship  
 

January 12 — Jessica’s wed-

ding 
 

January 19 — Presbyterian 

Women in Bedford 
 

January 24 — Leave for Thai-

land 
 

January 26 — February 13 

 Business as Mission Training 

in Chiang Mai, Thailand 
 

February 14—21 — Kunming, 

China 
 

February 22—March 8 — Com-
plete BAM Training in Chiang 

Mai 
 

March 13 —  April 10 — Burma    
 

April 10—Early May— Women’s 
Empowerment Tour in North-

ern Thailand  


